In the title compound, [Pt{Ph 2 P(CH 2 ) 3 PPh 2 } 2 ]Cl 2 Á5CHCl 3 , the Pt II cations, located on a centre of inversion, is coordinated by two chelating diphosphane ligands in a geometry which is close to square-planar. The chelate rings adopt a chair conformation. The Pt II cations are arranged in layers separated by Cl À anions as well as CHCl 3 solvent molecules. While this complex has been reported previously [Anderson et al. (1983). Inorg. Chim. Acta, 76, L251-L252], this is the first time a structure has been determined. 
Related literature
[Pt(C(CH 2 ) 2 C(CH 2 ) 2 Cl)Cl(SEt 2 ) 2 ] after 5 days. When dppp (Ph 2 P(CH 2 ) 3 PPh 2 ) was added in an attempt to make a phosphine β-chloroalkyl complex, the β-chloroalkyl ligand undergoes a β-chloride elimination to regenerate the alkene and [Pt(dppp) 2 ]Cl 2 is formed. While this complex has been reported previously (Anderson et al., 1983) , this is the first time a structure has been obtained (Fig. 1) .
The asymmetric unit contains only half of the molecule, consisting of a complete dppp ligand as well as one of the Cl -counter ions and half of the five CDCl 3 solvent molecules. The platinum is close to square planar, with a P1-Pt-P2 angle of 87.23 (3)°. This is smaller than the corresponding angle in the Pt(0) complex [Pt(dppp) 2 ] (97.76 (4)°) (Asker et al., 1990) . The Pt-P bond lengths are 2.3648 (7) 
S3. Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with aromatic C-H = 0.93 Å, methylene C -H = 0.97 Å, and tertiary C-H = 0.98 Å. U iso (H) = 1.2. A chloroform solvent molecule was found to be disordered about a 2-fold axis, and was refined by suppressing the symmetry restriction with a ′PART -1′ instruction. 
